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the young mor AL i S t: 


individual. 1 here arp {tin r 


fcience, and who- ftudy, 'an d ' I d k 7 ® of 
praftice too, the precept of virtue a S T 


liave I feenin my travels, particularly an ,»j 
hermit, whom I fortunately met with 0 ^ 
many years fince, in the celebrated moSmain 
m Lebanon, 1 o attempt a defcription of thb 
famous mountain, would extend this ta'o to 
too gWa length, fufficc it, therefore o 
lay, that the cedars for building the temple 
of Solomon the moft fplended ftrufture the 
world ever law, were brought from thence • 
but time has ftrangeiy changed the face of 
this country. The extenfive foreft of Le 
o.mon, which contained fuch multitudes- of , 
Ipreaaing cedars are reduced to one Angle 
grove of about one mile in circumference, 
containing about eighteen large cedars, a 
eonfiderable. number of fmall ones, and a 
few pines. 

While we were, viewing the cedars, conti- 
nues our author, an aged hermit approached 
us ; and, after making fome remarks on thefe 
famous trees, conduced us to the convent of 
Cannobine, builton the declivity ofLebanon, , 
ill the moll retired and romantic fituation 
that can polfibly be conceived. It hands on •. 
the north fide of a remarkable chafm, or 
hollow part of the mountain, at the bottom 
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, . f runs a large currant of water, which , 

whereof f Vi*,- 0 cks in numerous cafcades. 

tumblesdowi - falling ftreams, and 

nrreafe the folemmtv of the place, 
tre f mnd ereatly to compofe' the mind, and 
^irelffonf with regions worthy of 
its nature : both fides of this chalm are re- 
markably fteep,. and covered with trees of he 
moft beautiful verdure, many of which bem* 
of the aromatic kind, render the air delign - 

fully fragrant. . 

the church of this convent is a large 
motto, and in one of the windows are three 
bells, which call the monks to their devo- 
tions ; a favour allowed them no were ells 
in the Turkilh Dominions. The convent 
itfelf Hands at the mouth of a large cave ; 
and, except two or three rooms is wholly 
compofod offubterraneous. apartments. 

After viewing every part of this fequeftered 
retreat, the hermit conducted us to his cell, 
which Hood to the margin of the fame chafm, 
about-a-quarter of a mile from the convent : 
before the entrance of this homely manfion 
was a large fpreading tree, and, on the right 
fide a fmall bream, which had its rife at fome 
diftance above, in the fide of the mountain, 
and here tumbled into the torrent at the bot- 
tom of the chafm. It is Hill the cuftom 
among the inhabitants of the Eaft, to enter- 
tain 


